
EMMANUEL AND GRACE FEEDBACK 2014  

Yes Lord, walking in the way of your laws, we 
wait for You. Your name and Your renown 
are the desire of our hearts.(Isaiah 26:8)

Dear Emmanuel and Grace Family
God's Grace is like a river. Sometimes we walk quietly beside it as it moves restfully through 
the landscape of our lives. Sometimes we're on the rubber dingy negotiating the 
adventurous rapids. Sometimes we watch the great waterwheels turned by power disguised
as a gentle flow. And sometimes we gaze with awestruck wonder as the waters thunder 
over a waterfall and we recognise the sheer power of the river.
This report attempts to re-capture some of these moments of God's grace as we look back 
over the year.
We started the year with our New Year's Day evening service.
There were footprints all over the church and we considered
the passage where Jesus is striding towards Jerusalem and the
cross. As a congregation we committed ourselves to TRUST in
God in the year ahead. Throughout the year, this simple
footprint would remind and challenge us to hold on to our faith
and courageously face whatever came our way.
Probably the most significant step of 2014 was that Emmanuel (and Grace as a nuclear 
congregation under the care of Emmanuel) became a two minister congregation. At the 
end of 2013 we took the decision to request Presbytery to appoint Jackie Barker, who had 
been a Probationer with us, to be a colleague to Theo. This was a big decision in terms of 
the finances and strategic direction of the two congregations. Looking back, this significant 
step has benefited us greatly. Jackie has added tremendous value and depth to our 
congregational life and the life of the Presbytery. 

This meant that Jackie would be ordained and this was scheduled to take 
place in February, but before that happened, Jackie and Tim were prompted
by God to adopt a little bundle of joy who we came to know as baby 
Christine. As happened with the Groeneveld's Caleb nearly 14 years ago, 
Christine was embraced with love and joy by the congregation and we 
prayed and held our breath as the Barker family
negotiated a very complex adoption process
which was only completed early 2015. 

Jackie's ordination on the 2nd of February was an awe-inspiring
service where the Presbytery and Denomination were well
represented and we rejoiced in the significance of a life set
apart for service to God's church. It was a joyful service where
Alan Cameron presided as moderator and Theo preached the
charges from 2 Corinthians 5. 

Our theme for 2014 came from Isaiah 26:8 (quoted at the 
beginning). We looked at four key words from this 
passage: We, Walk, Wait and Worship (renown). During 
the year we spent time in our preaching, teaching and 
activities to emphasise these words.

Turn to God

Rely on His guidance

Understand His love

Step out in faith

Trust again.

Our manse kids



Throughout the year various events took place that reinforced the values of being 
community (we), living out our faith practically (walk), trusting in God's power rather than 
our own (wait) and striving to see God's name lifted up in our world (worship). 
As far as community goes, it was a full year. We were privileged to welcome 13 new families 
into membership along with a number of regular visitors. There were four families who left 
Pretoria and we grieved the passing away of Craig Tyler, Margie Halford, Nicci Hemingway 
and Pierre Kotze. We also baptised little Micaela Grobler, Laura Matchaya and Christine 
Barker.
Below is a table unpacking some of our statistics at the end of 2014. We have various 
categories on our roll. This includes regular visitors, members, people out of town for a 
while (like diplomats) and family members who don't come to church. For simplicity's sake 
only our membership and totals are shown. 

Category - - Total Emm Grace

Members 491
Children 181 154 27

Adults 310 271 39

Other 
Categories 174

Children 61 51 10

Adults 113 95 18

Totals 665
Children 242 205 37

Adults 423 366 57

Total Number is: 665 (The total at start of 2014 was 650)
Average Age: 44.48    Average Age of 20+ is: 58.77

The Session divides the work of the church into four areas: Teaching, Healing, Proclamation 
and Maintenance. It may be useful to consider 2014 through these four lenses:
From a Teaching perspective, the year was an exciting one:  The sermons around We, Wait, 
Walk and Worship were very well received, particularly the very practical emphasis in Aug-
Sep on the various dimensions of our lives. We looked at Purpose, Priorities, Materialism, 
Money, Time, Relationships, Conflict and How to handle Crises. These messages and their 
handouts are available on our website. We're grateful to Theo and Jackie who with the help 
of Craig, Steven and Paul preach God's word faithfully and diligently. 
We placed a deliberate focus on our young people in 2014. Our
Sunday School at Emmanuel is wonderfully run and well-served by
volunteers. The Grace Sunday School is much smaller but is served
with the same dedication and enthusiasm. MUG (Me, U and God)
Teens Group, Sub Zero (Primary School Youth) and YAF (Young
Adults Fellowship) met throughout the year. Although these
groups are small, they are much enjoyed and valued by those who
participate. We also rejoiced in confirming 10 of our young folk in
September. We owe a great debt of thanks to the folk who
faithfully minister to our young people.

At the beginning of the year we were very moved by the report
back from seven young people who attended DCamp Dec 2013 
and so, with the incredible support and donations from our 
congregation we were also able to send 15 young people to 
this incredible event where they are trained, inspired and 
equipped to make a difference. 
The fellowship groups worked through a Bible Study on the 

Holy Spirit. Theo continued to write daily email devotions during term times.  
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In September we ran a course entitled “Crazy Busy” where we tried to come to grips with 
the mad rush we so easily get caught up in.  It was also great to have over 50 Emmanuel and
Grace people attending the Global Leadership Summit. 
Our fellowship groups and Maranatha Moms continued to meet faithfully. The value of 
meeting regularly with a small group of fellow Christians for learning, encouragement and 
accountability cannot be emphasised enough. A big thank you to our fellowship group 
leaders and those who open up their homes for God's people to experience family life 
together. 
Our Proclamation Group co-ordinates our outreach
activities. This year we collected funds and stationery
for Danville, we participated in the Shaveathon and
Bandana Sunday. Grace donated a substantial sum of
money to buy jerseys for the children at Dark City
near Bronkhorstspruit as well as equipping their
kitchen and maintenance toolbox. We continue to
give financial and prayer support to Janice Taylor who
is a missionary with Operation Mobilisation. We have
adopted a child with Mission Without Borders and we
sold a donated gas braai and the proceeds went to
African Enterprise. A number of our motor-cycling members participated in the Toy Run 
bringing toys and donations for the underprivileged. The annual Refilwe picnic for orphans 
from care centers near Cullinan and Bronkhorstspruit also took place. From our day of 
giving we also gave a significant amount to the Mission to Sailors. The cash value of these 
outreach activities comes to around R190,000 which is an incredible achievement as this is 
over and above the Assessments paid to the Denomination. Then we have all the food, 
clothes and other donations that go to Tshwelopele.  It is very gratifying to be part of a 
community that realises “to whom much is given, much is required.”
We did not run a full holiday club this year as a number of the usual helpers' calendars 
didn't allow it, but we did run a games day in July which was a great success.
As congregations we also make a significant difference in our local Presbytery. Through our 
participation and willingness to be involved, we have advanced the work of supporting our 
sister congregations. Theo offers advice and assistance and he and Jackie have served on 
committees and work-groups, Susan has done sterling work as the Administrator of 
Presbytery and Craig has offered valuable assistance and advice on financial and 
organisational matters. Theo and Jackie also serve on the Mission and Discipleship 
committee of General Assembly which is spearheading some vitally important initiatives in 
the denomination. 
One of the aspects that we have promoted very strongly around Proclamation is that there 
is a limit to what Emmanuel and Grace can do as congregations, but there is a lot that our 
members can do wherever they are. We have been thrilled to hear of what our members 
are doing in their neighbourhoods, workplaces and around their passions and abilities. 
Individuals have given time, talent and treasure to charities and mission and we have tried 
to encourage this as much as possible.  A big thank you to all of you who donated, served, 
helped and stepped up in order to bring the reality of God's Kingdom to our broken and 
needy world. 
Our Healing ministries center around prayer, care and healing. We have done our best to 
care for our members going through trouble, illness and loss. Our ministers, elders and 
fellowship groups provide amazing support for those going through tough times. One of 
our concerns is that we are aware that many folk don't let us know when they are going 
through a tough time or have to go in for surgery or treatment. Please let us know so that 
we can keep you in prayer and support you!
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We have a crisis sms prayer chain and over 100 people receive these urgent requests and 
lift up the prayer needs. Our prayer letter is also received by more than 100 people and 
ongoing concerns are prayed for on a regular basis. There is a small group of people who 
pray in the loft-classroom before Emmanuel services and we would love to see more people
getting involved. We have seen wonderful answers to prayer and more than once people 
have described a crisis situation and the moment where the “tide turned” often correlates 
to the time that the crisis sms went out. We did not have many healing services in 2014, but
plan to do more of this in 2015.

Our Maintenance function is really the work of our Board of 
Management and we really need to thank them for running a
good ship. Our finances are handled responsibly and 
transparently, as our Audited Financial Statements confirm. 
Our staff remuneration is handled, our cars and trailer are 
looked after and our buildings are maintained. The board 
held two work-parties this year a lot of fun was had by those 
present. Thanks to the Board we have the joy of worshipping
in a facility that is well-maintained, beautiful and functional 
even when there is load-shedding!

While the finances are being handled in the Financial Report, what needs to be noted here 
is that we are very blessed and fortunate that our congregation is in a good financial 
position and there are two reasons for this: The generosity of our members and the 
responsible and frugal ways of our staff-members, Board and volunteers who go above and 
beyond in giving their best to the church. We are grateful for your generosity and we are 
very grateful for our Board. 
This report would not be complete if we did not mention our elders and our staf. 
Presbyterian congregations are not run by ministers but by the Session (committee of 
elders). Our elders lead and guide the congregation and help in caring for the members. 
This is a very challenging call that involves monthly meetings (after a long day at work) and 
trying to keep in touch with those in their district. Elders are subject to the same kind of 
chaos and pressure that we all experience and sometimes battle to keep in touch with their 
district, so please support them and help them as they do the important work of discerning 
God's will for the church and caring for God's people. Take a moment to message your elder
and say “we're praying for you!”
We are really blessed to have an amazing staff team. We give thanks for Lazaros our 
gardener, cleaner and primary maintenance man who does his work with a big enthusiastic 
smile. We really appreciate Susan our secretary for her wonderful warmth and efficiency in 
helping make everything run smoothly. We are very blessed to have Craig as our Pastoral 
Executive as he brings expertise and excellence to our financial and strategic endeavours as 
well as assisting in pastoral care and preaching as required. We're thrilled to have been part 
of Jackie's training and ordination, especially that we get to keep her and benefit from her 
sterling work as a colleague to Theo. We're grateful to Theo (ably assisted by Brenda) who 
insists that he's just a sheepdog, but serves faithfully as an assistant to the Good Shepherd.
We need to draw to a conclusion and say “Thank You” to you, our Emmanuel and Grace 
family. You've served, supported, contributed and participated faithfully. Whether in prayer
or as a volunteer in our music team, duty list or Sunday School or elsewhere. You make our 
congregations the special family that they are. We are excited about where God is leading 
us.
Finally we must end by giving thanks to our God and Father for sending Jesus to save us and
build His Church. Everything is from Him, we can only live with His help and everything is for
Him. To Him be all the glory!

SOLI DEO GLORIA!
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